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The Newsletter for Marshall University

December 20, 2017

Holiday Message from President Gilbert
A Holiday Message from President Gilbert
Dear Marshall University family,
As we approach the holiday break, I want to thank you for being part of the
Marshall family and wish you happiness for the coming year. Many of us may
have different faiths and philosophical traditions, but we all work to embrace
and promote joy, hope and love for one another.
With another busy and successful year coming to a close, let’s take a moment to reflect on all we
achieved together in 2017.
This year, we made a difference in countless students’ lives, breakthroughs in research and
connections in our communities. We brought home a football bowl victory and made significant
strides to enhance economic development in our state. We increased our national visibility and
strengthened our connections abroad.
Thank you to everyone for the individual and collective contributions you are making to raise
our university to new heights every day. Each and every one of you should be proud of these
accomplishments and more. I know that I am proud to work alongside you every day.
Remember, the university will be closed for the holidays from Friday, Dec. 22, through Monday,
Jan. 1. May each of you have a great holiday break and return in 2018 with renewed joy, hope
and love.
Best wishes for a Happy New Year for you, your family and friends.

Sincerely,
Jerry
Jerome A. Gilbert, Ph.D.
President

Happy Holidays from Marshall University! Enjoy the sights and sounds of the season with
the traditional French carol "Ding Dong Merrily on High," sung by students from Marshall
Theatre's 2017 production of "A Christmas Carol."

A Herd Holiday

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017
5:30 – 8:00 p.m. | Memorial Student Center

Marshall University invites the community to
celebrate a Herd Holiday from 5:30 to 8 p.m.,
Tuesday, November 28, in the Memorial
Student Center on the Huntington Campus.
The annual event features the official holiday
lighting on the student center plaza, along with
numerous activities, snacks, giveaways and
music. The event is sponsored by Marshall’s
Office of University Communications and
Student Affairs.

2017 Event Schedule
Herd Holiday Photos
2017 Event Photos
Santa-Marco Photos

TIP: If you plan to have your photos
professionally printed, please download and
print the photo release below to avoid
complications.
Herd Holiday Photo Release

Faculty & Staff Holiday Party Photos
2017 Santa Photos
Marco is will be celebrating the holiday season once again by sharing a few of his favorite
things! Follow @Marshallu us on social media through Dec. 24 to find out how you can
win! #MarcosFavoriteThings

MLK Day of Service
Register NOW and join
the President’s
Commission on Diversity,
Equality, & Inclusion and
the Office of Student
Affairs on Friday, January
19th, for a Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day of
Service. This one-day
event serves to honor the
legacy of Dr. King by
addressing social
problems such as poverty,
racism, and other
injustices.
Marshall students, staff, faculty, student organizations, and other groups are encouraged and
welcomed to participate.
Registering guarantees that you will receive a free breakfast beginning at 8:30 and a t-shirt for
participating.

Boy Scout council asks for faculty help in offering merit badge
classes
Marshall University and the Buckskin Council of the Boy Scouts of America will partner for the
22th Annual Boy Scout Merit Badge College on our campus Saturday, Feb. 10, 2018.
Boy Scouts from throughout our state and region will come to Marshall for the opportunity to
work on up to two merit badges during the day while receiving instruction from university
faculty serving as merit badge counselors.
Classes are offered in the morning, there is a break for lunch, and then classes are offered again
in the afternoon. Most classes can be completed in a single morning or afternoon session.
Each merit badge has specific requirements, and scouts are advised well in advance of the
college what preparation faculty counselors expect for classes. While some outdoor merit
badges are not well suited to the college, but for most badges if a scout comes prepared as
advised, he should be able to complete the merit badge. There are instances where more work is
required and the boy has to come back, or find another counselor closer to home in order to
complete the merit badge.
For the past several years the Marshall event has attracted between 500-600 participants ranging
in age from 11 to 17. The majority of these boys are likely to attend college and do so in West

Virginia so this is an excellent opportunity to showcase Marshall and its academics. In 2015 the
Charleston and Huntington councils merged. This has expanded the area from which we may
attract participants, but it has also meant that we now have some competition from a similar but
smaller event offered at West Virginia State. I hope you will consider this an opportunity to
perhaps excite some young student about your field and about what Marshall has to offer.
You can find a list of all current merit badges at the following link:
http://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/merit-badges.asp. If you click on a merit badge at this
link you can also see the requirements the boy is trying to meet.
Please take a look at the list and, if you are interested in offering a merit badge through the Merit
Badge College. As I (Steve Mewaldt) have retired as a full time faculty member, this year I am
working with Andrew Gooding (director of the RBA program) as co-coordinators while he
learns the ropes. If you have questions, you can contact Andrew at extension 696-6400 or,
preferably, e-mail him at gooding@marshall.edu.
Obviously you may choose a merit badge that reflects your discipline; however, there may also
be merit badges that reflect a hobby of yours you might enjoy sharing.
We can get you a booklet for any merit badge you are willing to teach. We appreciate your
consideration.

Sincerely,
Steven P. Mewaldt and Andrew Gooding
Psychology Department and RBA Department

Included by request of Andrew Gooding, Director of the Regents Bachelor of Arts program.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Jan. 3, 2018. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Tuesday Jan. 2.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/December-20-2017.

